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Welcome
 Meng calls the meeting to order at 6:16 PM and introduces Shahin Sebastian from the
Patient Navigator Program.

Approval of Agenda
 Meng moves to approve the agenda and asks about any changes.
 Michael Lin mentions the change of date.
 All members vote to approve the agenda.
Approval of Minutes
 Meng moves to approve the minutes.
 Wilbur seconds the motion. He notes minor changes to Perry.
 Perry says he will make changes and send them back to the group.
 All vote to approve the minutes.
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Pre‐Discussion of Behavioral Health and Crisis Services (BHCS)
 Cathy asks if other minority health initiatives have any programs for mental health.
 Perry says the Welcome Back Center is a program to help people who were licensed
health care professionals in their home country to obtain a license in Maryland. This
program receives additional funding to expand and include behavioral health
professionals.
 Meng says Montgomery Cares has a mental health program funded by the County.
 Nerita asks if County residence is a requirement of the Welcome Back Center program.
 Michael explains that the Welcome Back Center is a statewide initiative.
 Nerita also asks if participants need to pay back the program after they get their license.
 Meng says that is a question they can ask Sonia.
Overview of Montgomery County DHHS (MCDHHS), BHCS: Dr. Raymond Crowel
 Meng introduces Raymond who has been the Chief of MCDHHS BHCS for five years.
 Raymond gives a verbal presentation based on the attached slides.
Program Updates: General Outreach
 Perry introduces AAHI’s new staff member, Kelly Huynh, who will strengthen outreach
efforts by working with clients and connecting them to services with the help of
technology such as a tablet, internet, and printer. Perry notes that an updated resources
brochure will be available in thirteen languages. They will be uploaded to the AAHI
website.
 Perry mentions that we have been working on the FY14 Annual Report and will send it
out electronically to everyone once it is ready.
 Perry points out that AAHI is in the process of hiring Behavioral Health Program
Coordinator. The job description will be on the internet by tomorrow and he will share it
with everyone.
 Perry reports that the staff met with Raymond and his senior managers, Program
Manager of the Access to Behavioral Health Program, Program Manager of the Adult
Behavioral Health Program, and the Director of the Primary Care Coalition Behavioral
Health Program. Perry started some informal program planning and does not want to
make it formal until there is a program subcommittee set up for mental health.
 Perry distributes a handout on AAHI’s mental health awareness article that was
published in multiple Asian media sources in different languages.
 Perry says that he has been in touch with several organizations to plan the Hepatitis B
Prevention Project.
 Sam notes that showing positive results at the grassroots level is very important.
 Meng agrees with Sam that programs should be focused on Asian communities and on
the most critical barrier, which is language.
 Sam says we need results. Otherwise, we cannot lobby for more money.
 Shahin shares that most people who work and come out to outreach events do not have
mental health problems. She adds that most people with mental health problems stay
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inside and are unable to access the centers. In Maryland, no one can be forced to have
mental health treatment unless the patient comes forward seeking help on their own.
Council Breakfast Meeting on October 16th: Review Statement
 Meng says that the breakfast is hosted annually by George Leventhal for health‐related
agencies, organizations, and commissions to present two minutes of their priorities for
the next fiscal year.
 Meng notes that Nerita and Perry will be attending. The Steering Committee has
prepared a presentation which focuses on mental health, hepatitis B, and LIEED.
Subcommittees
 Meng says that we need to set up subcommittees (Program Support, Advocacy and
Public Relations, and Membership and Nominating) for everyone to participate. He
explains they are set up to clearly state a mission and tasks. Each subcommittee will
have a chair.
 Meng motions to approve the three subcommittees.
 All Committee members approve the three subcommittees.
 Nerita and Meng say that everyone should be committed to one or two subcommittees.
 Nguyen asks what the expectations should be for each subcommittee.
 Meng explains the expectations depend on the tasks and what needs to be
accomplished.
 Membership and Nominating Subcommittee
o Wilbur volunteers to join.
 Advocacy and Public Relations Subcommittee
o Wendy, Sam, Nguyen, and Michael volunteer to join.
 Program Subcommittee
o Cathy, Sam, and Ji‐Young volunteer to join.
FY15 Meeting Dates
 Committee members discuss moving meetings to Tuesdays.
 Nguyen mentions the idea of teleconferencing, in case people want to travel.
 Sam notes that teleconferences might not be a good idea because they will form a
habit.
 Meng says he will decide on a case‐by‐case basis if teleconference will be offered.
 Tentative dates: 11/18/14; 01/13/15; 03/17/15; and 05/19/15
Liaison Updates
 Committee members discuss the importance of having liaison minutes available to
the entire group.
 Meng explains that liaison minutes are time sensitive and should be available right
after the meeting so they can be sent to Committee members as soon as possible.
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Sam says we use liaisons to uphold our values and we use minutes to supplement
different people’s opinions. He adds that we need a person to take minutes
objectively and to record participation. Liaisons can help give insight into the
meeting.
Meng says that the responsibilities are to report on what happens at meetings and
to influence the decisions of the respective commission for AAHI’s best interest.
On behalf of Anis, Perry reports that the Governor’s Commission on South Asian
American Affairs will conduct a business and professional conference on December
6th 2014 from 10 AM – 2 PM. For more information about the event, please contact
Anis.

Adjourn: 8:20 PM
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